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 NEWSLETTER No. 173 August 2021  
 

PO BOX 4028 Lake Haven 2263 
Web address:  Tuggerahlakescaravanners.net 

Facebook Group: Newsletter Caravanners TLC 

Editor Contact Email: caravannerstuggeraheditor@gmail.com 

 

President: 
John Knight  4352 2264  /  0402 593 873 
caravannerstuggerahpresident@gmail.com  

 
Secretary: 
Fay Thomas  0408 271 236 
caravannerstuggerahsecretary@gmail.com 
 

 

Vice President:  
Fay Evernden 0409 201 146 

 
Treasurer: 
Mike Collins  0407 280 018 
caravannerstuggerahtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

Editor: 
Leonie Collins    0419 763 107 
caravannerstuggeraheditor@gmail.com 
 

 
Social Director: 
Janis Treacy   0411 288 815 
caravannerstuggerahsocial@gmail.com 
 

 

Assistant Social Director: 
Helen Smyth  0484 229 861 
 

 
Welfare: 
Jan Ryan  0421 886 059 
 

 

Members Rep:  
Norm Moore   4388 4556 /  0418 435 455 
 

 
State Rep: 
Peter Davidson         0429 447 467  

Disclaimer:  The news items, written reports and/or comments expressed in Newsletters are by individuals and do not necessarily 

express the views of Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners Inc., the Editor or Members. 

 

NEXT MEETING -  Sunday 19
th

 September   

 

No meeting August 2021 owing to Covid Lockdown 
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Birthdays September 2021 
 

Brill Clive 1-Sep Insull Beverley 4-Sep 

Inns Keith 3-Sep Edwards Susan 5-Sep 

Moore Norm 14-Sep Crimmins Merlene 7-Sep 

Anderson Paul 15-Sep 
Rogers Robyn 15-Sep 

Purcell Max 17-Sep Lewis Sharon 17-Sep 

Eadie Max 24-Sep Laurie Noelene 27-Sep 

  Shawcross Gloria 30-Sep 

------------------------------- 
 

Letter from Our President 
Dear members, 
 
Firstly, I am pleased to advise that so far, not one spouse has committed murder during lock 
down! 
I am sure that there have been times when there have been some close calls. 
 
It is only a matter of time before we are allowed out to enjoy our country, if only people would do 
what they are asked to do and stay home and away from everyone. 
 
As you will be aware, we could not meet in July and it appears that we will not be able to meet in 
August as well. This is to be confirmed by the club after advice from the government. 
 
This also puts our AGM in doubt for September but according to our constitution, we have until the 
end of December to hold the AGM but this may be changed by the government because of Covid-
19 and the time extended. We will wait and see. 
 
Well, while we are sitting around doing nothing but clean the house, paint the house, attend the 
gardens, or maybe examine the bedrooms (there must be someone in our club to do this), then it 
is the perfect time to make sure that the caravan is in tip top shape and ready to go go go. 
 
I really can’t wait for us all to meet in person again to catch up and make plans for next year. 
 
In the meantime, may I suggest that people consider the 18th National Caravan Clubs Rally 
coming up in March 2022 just over the border in S.A. 
 
Before that happens, Ian and Fay, are organising a trip along the Murry River after Canberra, and 
then going to the National gathering. 
 
I suggest that members consider these trips as they may be the only trips we can salivate over to 
wet our appetites to travel in 2022. 
 
Hopefully the following items lift your day and put a smile on your face: 
These are actual items reported by Qantas pilots after the flights, for the ground crew to fix; 
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Pilot) Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough. 
Solution) Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 
Pilot) Something loose in cockpit. 
Solution) Something tightened in cockpit. 
 
Pilot) Dead bugs on windscreen. 
Solution) Live bugs on backorder. 
 
Pilot) Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet per minute descent. 
Solution) Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 
 
Pilot) Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 
Solution) That’s what they’re there for. 
 
Anyhow, look after yourselves and stay safe until we can meet together again. 
 
John Knight (President) 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Another trip “Without the Van” 
 

This is our caravan trip without the caravan in 2013. Leonie and I always wanted to see the 
Kimberley but our caravan couldn’t handle the roads we would have travelled on. Another option 
was to go by air or water both were expensive, but we’ll only do it once, so we checked many 
cruise options. 
 
We left the Central Coast early February, north through Queensland, arrived Darwin middle of 
March, not a good time, too much humidity. We had pre-arranged storage with a caravan park, for 
a fortnight for our caravan.  We had chosen a cruise and booked it many months before from 
Broome to Darwin.  
 
The different cruise options were many, from daily helicopter flights to sleeping on the deck. We 
chose a boat called “Lady M”, it was owned and built by the skipper, he was previously a 
fisherman in the Kimberley and knew the area intimately.  It only had 13 passengers in 7 cabins, 
all with en-suite and a crew of 5. Unlike other cruises we have been on there were no additional 
cost activities, everything was included in the original price.  
 
Early April we boarded a plane (just a plane) with FIFO miners, stopped at many mines and finally 
arrived in Broome. 
 

 
 
 
 
We left Broome on the 12 day cruise to Darwin, 
travelling mainly at night, spending most of the 
days exploring areas you would believe only 
aboriginal persons had been before. 
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Our first stop and only swim in salt water was at 
Silica Beach, the crew were on crocodile watch.  
Every other day we found fresh water to swim in, 
usually on the top of a plateau after a steep 
walk.  
 
Being the first cruise for the season our boat 
towed the Horizontal Waterfall’s boat to 
its destination.  We spent all day through and 
around the tidal overflow. This was our last 
contact outside our boat for 7 days. 
 
 
 

 
 
The boab tree is on Sheep Island in Camden Harbour up the Prince Regent River. It was the burial 
ground for pioneers who in1865 tried to establish a pastoral company group   It lasted less than a 
year, most of the pioneers and stock perished from lack of food and fresh water. When originally 
surveyed, there was water available as the wet was  just over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kings  Cascade one of the most picturesque 
areas you could imagine, this was one of a dozen 
waterfalls that we found up the many rivers. 

Because of the volume of rain water during the 
wet season when travelling up a river it doesn’t 
take long 
before the 
water is 
fresh. 
 
 
 
 

 Being a small boat and purpose built by the skipper he put 
the boat’s bow right under the waterfall. If we didn’t get a 
swim we still got wet. It was lovely and refreshing. 
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The track up to the top HILL? (Think this was the 
one Mike went up on his hands and knees), was 
challenging but the reward was always worth it, 
the spectacular views and the volume of water 
was breath taking. 
 
 
Our last stop was at the mouth of the Berkeley 
River. We visited the Berkeley River Resort, you 
can hire a cabin, only way in is fly in by helicopter, 
and a fat wallet.  There were only 2 guests when 
we visited. 
 
 

Leaving the Berkeley River we then sailed our 
longest trip of 22 hours across Joseph Bonaparte 
Gulf to Darwin 
 
 
 
 
 
Arriving in Darwin we picked up our caravan and 
continued our adventure back to Broome down the 
West Coast across the Nullarbor - arriving back in 
the Central Coast 7 months after leaving home. 
 
Leonie & Mike 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

John and Helen Smyth at Woomera – the photo on the left is Helen with one of the rocket cones, the 
other is the two of them beside one of the bunkers which hopefully protected some of the observers. 
 
The last I heard from John was that they were still in Darwin, experiencing some car and medical 
problems.  Hope all is well with them now. 
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NRMA CARAVAN INSURANCE 

Fay has received emails regarding Insurance from Susan and Janis as follows. 
 

On 7 Aug 2021, Susan Edwards  wrote: 

 

I thought my experience with NRMA insurance may be of interest to TLC members 

Did you know?  If your van is not used on the road for a period of time you are entitled to a reduced rate. 

I notified NRMA early in the year I would not use my van for three months, my policy was put on hold. 

This week I again contacted NRMA advising my van would not be used until October 

Now…my renewal date has been deferred from September to 1st May’22 & I have received a refund of 

$118.00.  My van is still covered for any miss adventure while parked under cover.   

Van not used for 6 months, my policy renewal deferred for 9 months. 

I have a new policy for proof. 

------------------------------------- 
 

Janis wrote  Re – NRMA insurance cover 

  

Hi Fay, I rang NRMA and was told the van has to be stored in either a car port or garage, in other words 

must have a hard covered roof over van. This does not cover vans parked in driveways or out the front or 

back yards. 

-------- 

 
The above is from the NRMA PDS 

 

I have just spoken to NRMA, we are unable to claim this as our Policy doesn’t have at least 6 months  

remaining on the current policy (due on 21st October)???  So there is always a loophole to consider. 

Leonie 
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Levelling your van!  
 

Fay sent me the this photo, she was amused by it.  
Frankly we have had to resort to this a few times.  Mike 
always carries suitable blocks of wood.  Last time was 
on the sloping grass site we were on at North Haven.   
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

From: Peter Davidson  

Subject: A good murder mystery 

Do you like to read a good murder mystery? Not even Law and Order would attempt to capture 

this mess. This is an unbelievable twist of fate! At the 1994 annual awards dinner given for 

Forensic Science (AAFS), President, Dr Don Harper Mills astounded his audience with the legal 

complications of a bizarre death. 

  

Here is the story: 

 On March 23, 1994, the medical examiner viewed the body of Ronald Opus, and concluded that 

he died from a shotgun wound to the head. 

  

Mr. Opus had jumped from the top of a ten-story building intending to commit suicide. He left a 

note to the effect indicating his despondency. As he fell past the ninth floor, his life was interrupted 

by a shotgun blast passing through a window, which killed him instantly. 

  

Neither the shooter nor the deceased was aware that a safety net had been installed just below 

the eighth floor level to protect some building workers, and that Ronald Opus would not have been 

able to complete his suicide the way he had planned. 

 

The room on the ninth floor, where the shotgun blast emanated, was occupied by an elderly man 

and his wife. They were arguing vigorously and he was threatening her with a shotgun! The man 

was so upset that when he pulled the trigger, he completely missed his wife, and the pellets went 

through the window, striking Mr. Opus. 

 

When one intends to kill subject ‘A' but kills subject 'B' in the attempt, one is guilty of the murder of 

subject 'B.' 

 

When confronted with the murder charge, the old man and his wife were both adamant, and both 

said that they thought the shotgun was not loaded. The old man said it was a long-standing habit 

to threaten his wife with the unloaded shotgun. He had no intention to murder her. Therefore the 

killing of Mr. Opus appeared to be an accident; that is, assuming the gun had been accidentally 

loaded. 

 

The continuing investigation turned up a witness who saw the old couple's son loading the 

shotgun about six weeks prior to the fatal accident. It transpired that the old lady had cut off her 

son's financial support and the son, knowing the propensity of his father to use the shotgun 

threateningly, loaded the gun with the expectation that his father would shoot his mother. 
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Since the loader of the gun was aware of this, he was guilty of the murder even though he didn't 

actually pull the trigger. The case now becomes one of murder on the part of the son for the death 

of Ronald Opus. 

 

Now comes the exquisite twist... 

 

Further investigation revealed that the son was, in fact, Ronald Opus. He had become increasingly 

despondent over the failure of his attempt to engineer his mother's murder. This led him to jump off 

the ten-story building on March 23rd, only to be killed by a shotgun blast passing through the ninth 

story window. The son, Ronald Opus, had actually murdered himself. So the medical examiner 

closed the case as a suicide. 
--------------------------------------------- 

 

 

A little naughty, but  worth a 

laugh.  Picked it up on 

Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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PLEASE CONTACT FAY and advise her if you have booked on any of the following trips for this or 
next year.  It is very hard to keep the information up to date without our usual meetings. 

 

  Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners 
TRIP SHEETS 2021 

  

DATES DESTINATION MEMBERS ATTENDING CONTACT PARK  

Aug 29 – 
Sep 4 

Del Rio Riverside 
Resort Wisemans 

Ferry 

Collins M/L, Cowin/Robinson S/K, Geale W,  
Kennedy/Cousins M/D,  Lee-Sing S/W, Maranik A/D, Pollard 
C, Rogers R/R, Ryan J/R, Schultz B/A, Thomas F/R. 
Treacy/Wenning J/R,  Wilcox/Richardson G/J, Wright/Merrett 
J/P     14 
 

Fay Thomas  
0408 271236 

Del Rio 
4566 4330 

Sept 6 – 13 North Haven Bryce/Tanner J/H, Collins M/L, Cook J/D, Cooper D, Cornwell 
J, Dick/Moore T/M, Holmes L/J, Howard B/A, Insull B, Laney 
R/L, Latham D/B, Lee-Sing S/W, Oakes J, Rohwer P/P, Steele 
K/L, Thomas F/R, Treacy/Wenning J/R, Wells J/J,  
Williams/Yarnton D/S, Wright/Merrett J/P    20 
 

Fay Thomas  
0408 271236 

North Haven 6559 9193 

Oct 28 – 
Nov 4 

Swansea Lakeside Angell A/W, Bickley/Baird C/C, Cok A/W, Collins M/L, Cook 
J/D, Cornwell J, Edwards/Williamson S/G,   Kennedy/Cousins 
M/D, Curnow R/L, Dawson K/R, Eadie M/H, Geale W, Howard 
B/A, Insull B, Knight J/C, Laney R/L, Lee-Sing S/W,  
Majchrowski R/C, Nutter/Pryde R/F, Palmer/Evernden I/F, 
Pollard C, Rohwer P/P, Smyth J/H, Thomas F/R, 
Treacy/Wenning J/R    25 
 

Club Organised Swansea Lakeside 4971 
2869 

Nov 8 – 18 Narrabeen Leisure Trip Bickley/Baird C/C, Bryce/Tanner J/H, Davidson P/Y, Dew A/C, 
Maranik D/A, Moore J/N, Rohwer P/P, Steele K/L, Wells J/J    
9 

John Bryce/Helen 
Tanner  

0424 963 954 or 
0468 637 711 

 

Nov 22 – 30 Belmont Lakeside Angell A/W (4 nights), Cooper D, Curnow R/L, Eadie M/H, 
Edwards/Williamson S/G, Fraser A/T, Kane P/C, Leotta A/L, 
Marsland P/E, Oakes J, O’Brien D/B, Olesen P/C, Pollard C, 
Treacy/Wenning J/R  13 
 

Susan Edwards Belmont Lakeside 4945 
4750 
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Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners 
TRIP SHEETS 2022 

  

DATES DESTINATION MEMBERS ATTENDING CONTACT PARK 

27 Jan – 10 
Feb 2022 

Big 4 Great Lakes 
Tuncurry 

Collins M/L, Edwards/Williamson S/G, Fraser T/A, Kane C/P, 
Leotta A/L    5 

27 Jan – 10 Feb 
2022 

Big 4 Great Lakes 
Tuncurry 

22 – 29 Mar 
2022 

Barrington Tag-A-Long 
2 

Collins M/L, Cok W/A,Cooper D, Howard B/A, Jones D/S, 
Laurie W/N, Lee-Sing W/S, Majchrowski R/C, Merrett J, 
Olesen P/C, Schultz B/A, Steele K/L Wilcox/Richardson G/J  
13 

Mike  
0407 280 018 04 

Leonie  
0419 763 107 

 

Mar 28 – 
Apr 6 2022 

NACC National Rally 
Barmera SA 

 

Davidson P/Y, Knight C/J, Treacy/Wenning J/R   3 Peter Davidson 
0429 447 467 

 

     

     

     

     


