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PO BOX 4028 Lake Haven 2263 
Web address:  Tuggerahlakescaravanners.net 

Facebook: Newsletter Caravanners TLC 

 

President: 
John Knight  4352 2264  /  0402 593 873 
caravannerstuggerahpresident@gmail.com  

 
Secretary: 
Fay Thomas  0408 271 236 
caravannerstuggerahsecretary@gmail.com 
 

 

Vice President:  
Fay Evernden 0409 201 146 

 
Treasurer: 
Mike Collins  0407 280 018 
caravannerstuggerahtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

Editor: 
Leonie Collins    0419 763 107 
caravannerstuggeraheditor@gmail.com 
 

 
Social Director: 
Janis Treacy   0411 288 815 
caravannerstuggerahsocial@gmail.com 
 

 

Assistant Social Director: 
Helen Smyth  0484 229 861 
 

 
Welfare: 
Jan Ryan  0421 886 059 
 

 

Members Rep:  
Norm Moore   4388 4556 /  0418 435 455 
 

 
State Rep: 
Peter Davidson         0429 447 467  

Disclaimer:  The news items, written reports and/or comments expressed in Newsletters are by individuals and do not 

necessarily express the views of Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners Inc., the Editor or Members. 

 

NEXT MEETING -  Sunday 15
th

 August (hopefully) 

 

No meeting on 18
th

 July 2021 owing to Covid Lockdown 

 
Take care & stay healthy.  Not much fun being in lockdown for the majority of us, all 
we can do is look forward to the next time we can participate in a meeting or event. 
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Pg 2.  Newsletter Contents  - Members Birthdays for August – Social Director’s Report 

Pg 3.  New Rules on the Manufacture and Importation of RV’s 

Pg 4.  The Knights “Holiday without the Van” & “Manners Creek Station”  John Smyth 

Pg. 5 - 7.    Continuation of Manners Creek 

Pg. 7 – 9.    Advertisements 

Pg.10 – 11. Trip sheets 

Birthdays August 2021 
 

Lee Sing William 3-Aug  Moore Joy 5-Aug 

Lusted John 12-Aug  Kane Coral 10-Aug 

McConville Bill 21-Aug  Henry Vicki 12-Aug 

Wells John 25-Aug  Laney Lorraine 12-Aug 

Maranik Aado 28-Aug  McCombie Trish 22-Aug 

O'Brien Bill 31-Aug    

 

 
SOCIAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

We as a committee were extremely disappointed to have to cancel Hallidays I was really looking 

forward to seeing you all and enjoying the time together. 

 

As you all know the Melbourne Cup Rally is being held at Swansea Lakes Caravan Park, if you 

have not done so, please book ASAP.  The number is 49712869 and the booking is under TLC. 

 

NEXT year on 3rd to 10th March the Rally is being held in Canberra staying at Canberra Tourist 

Park.  We have 30 sites booked under TLC, slab sites cost $308.00 and drive through slab sites 

cost $320.00 for 7 nights, contact number is 02 6130 1000.  There are NO cabins there yet but 

budget motels just down the road (most of you would just be sleeping there and coming to the park 

during the day and evening activities). 

 

AS you all know this is my last year as Social Director, thank you to every member for the help you 

offered at the events put on by the club.  A SPECIAL thanks to my partner Robert for his help, it was 

appreciated.  I am sure the next Social Director will do a wonderful job and receive the same help -  

remember  either MALE or FEMALE can do the job. 

 

Trip sheets will be attached in the newsletter if you wish to join any of them just let Fay know. 

 

For those of you who are able to travel, stay safe. See you all on the road again soon. 

 

Janis Treacy ……Social Director 
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NEW RULES GOVERNING CARAVAN MANUFACTURING & IMPORTATION 

Australia’s new regulatory framework governing the manufacturing and importation of RVs and other 

road vehicles is now in effect. The Road Vehicle Standards Act 2018 (RVSA) came into force on 

July 1 2021, following an extensive delay. 
 

The Caravan & Camping Industry Association of Australia has hailed the RVSA as the “biggest 

legislative change” to Australia’s caravan manufacturing industry for more than 30 years. 
 

“It is set to completely transform the industry as we know it,” the CCIA says. 
 

Replacing the Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989 (MVSA), the RVSA contains a number of 

mechanisms designed to substantially improve Australia’s RV manufacturing compliance standards. 
 

Manufacturers of RVs in Australia will no longer be able to ‘self-certify’ their RVs. The practice of 

self-certification, in which a manufacturer had the ability to declare their caravans compliant for the 

purposes of registering it, is thought to have allowed ‘RV cowboys’ to flourish – fly-by-night 

manufacturers who would barely pay lip service to manufacturing compliance. 
 

Under the MVSA, an RV was considered compliant upon registration, allowing people and 

companies of questionable skills to set-up shop and market their RVs (sometimes poorly 

constructed) to an unsuspecting public. 
 

The establishment of the Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV) is another key plank in the RV 

industry’s and federal government’s bid to stamp out non-compliant manufacturing. 

Manufacturers and importers of more than four vehicles per year will be required to register with the 

federal government and obtain ‘type approvals’ for the model of trailer they want to supply or build, 

with each and every vehicle and trailer they build recorded on the online and publicly-searchable 

RAV. 

“The RVSA will provide industry businesses a level playing field, create a barrier to entry for 

newcomers and start-ups, improve the safety and compliance of recreational vehicles being 

manufactured, and arm federal government regulators with greater enforcement powers to assist in 

stamping out non-compliant and, more importantly, unsafe recreational vehicles making it onto 

Australian roads,” the CCIA says. 

When it was passed by the Australian Senate in late 2018, the RVSA was expected to be in force on 

December 10 2019; however, the implementation of the laws faced numerous delays. 

VSB 1 – the national code of practice for manufacturing trailers of 4.5 tonnes ATM or less – was 

revised as part of the introduction of the RVSA. Here is what it 

says about caravan 

weights: https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-

magazine-issue-

52/051452700162449

1837/p14 

 

 

 
 
While on the subject of 
caravan safety!!!!!! 
 
Thanks Fay for the 
photos. 

https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-magazine-issue-28/0971294001561600939p12
https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-magazine-issue-28/0971294001561600939p12
https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-magazine-issue-52/0514527001624491837/p14
https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-magazine-issue-52/0514527001624491837/p14
https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-magazine-issue-52/0514527001624491837/p14
https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-magazine-issue-52/0514527001624491837/p14
https://www.emag.gorv.com.au/gorv-digital-magazine-issue-52/0514527001624491837/p14
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THE HOLIDAY WITHOUT THE VAN 

 

Just before the Sydney Covid outbreak, phew! John and I took a short break to Sydney to check out 

all the sites we see on television and say – “we should do that one day!” Well, that day came and off 

we went by train from the Central Coast. 

 

We stayed at a fantastic boutique hotel right in the heart of Kings Cross, a 2 minute walk from the 

station. Kings Cross!! I hear you say, but it’s not like it used to be when we grew up. The hotel is a 

hidden treasure for just under $90 per night. Perfectly clean, comfortable and situated in a village 

atmosphere close to a Harris Farm market for essential supplies. 

 

Wandering the local streets we discovered local cafes, patisseries, shops along quaint laneways 

ending up in Woolloomooloo near the naval base and found Harry de Wheels for a hearty pie and 

peas. 

 

We caught a bus to Bondi Beach, had coffee at the Bondi Icebergs, then did the coastal walk to 

Bronte and lunched at the historic Hotel Bondi. Another day we again spent our $2.50 on the bus to 

Watson’s Bay, explored “The Gap”, fish’ chips at Doyle’s then hopped on the ferry to Circular Quay 

and did the Barrangaroo walk. The next day we were off to Hyde Park and the State Art Gallery for 

the Archibald exhibition, then a look through the State Library followed by a wander through the city 

and the David Jones’s food hall.  

 

Our Opal cards really got a work out – ferry to Manly for a wander along the Corso, ferry to Olympic 

Park just to look at the western side of the harbour and a trip on the light rail to Randwick. 

 

Our five days were shared with old friends, visiting from Tasmania, with whom we had spent our 

youth growing up in Sydney, so there were lots of happy reminisces.  

 

We recommend our trip for when it is safe to venture to Sydney again and happy to share our 

bargain finds! 

 

Chris & John Knight 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Many Members will know that John and Helen Smyth have been on a placement in the Outback 
teaching young children for a period.  John responded to my request for any info on travels with the 
following.  Sounds like a wonderful experience. 
 

Manners Creek Station                                                                                                     

Friday, May 21, 2021:                                                                                           
       Through Barcaldine and Longreach (diesel fuel at $1.41/L), then Winton (water and dump point) 

until we stopped 70km west of Winton, beside a waterhole off the road, after 460km for the day. A 

huge campfire kept us warm on a cold and starry night. 

      On the morning of day 6 we crossed the “Rainbow Hills” and stopped at a wonderful lookout, 

when the sun broke through the high cloud to enhance the colours for our photos – red, brown, 

orange and yellow. We reached Boulia for lunch and fuel. I phoned Kylie, Lorna and Keith before I 

lost mobile phone reception [Keith had good news that he had been able to shop early at Aldi to 

purchase the woollen clothing that I wanted for our proposed NZ mountain hike (next February)].                                                                                                                              
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We continued westward, expecting only dirt roads on the Donoghue highway, but were delighted to 

drive a whole 130km on newly sealed roadway! We completed 470km, on a 29-degree day, for a 

good bush camp, where I discovered that the very dusty gravel road had broken a water pipe fitting 

– Helen donated a biro to plug the pipe (a very temporary repair).                                                                                                                 

Just to emphasise how remote was our day’s travel, I noted that during the 180km that we travelled 

after leaving Boulia, we encountered only TWO vehicles, one in each direction. 

      On our final day’s journey, we crossed the border into Northern Territory on a very rough road. 

We stopped for lunch about 10km from our destination, when I noticed a flat tyre on the caravan. 

Fortunately, the two vehicles that came by stopped, and the blokes helped change the tyre.                                                                                                     

We finally reached the 1.6-million-acre cattle station, Manners Creek, and received a warm 

welcome from Monica and Rob and daughter Sarah. We set up our caravan near the main house on 

GREEN lawn!! 

AHVISE Placement No. 2: [May 24 – June 25]   {VISE No. 12}                                              Over 

these five weeks, I worked with Sarah for 14 days and another 10 days at the “No.5 bore camp” (an 

80km, hour and a quarter, drive away, on a very dusty Plenty Highway) helping the four kids who 

are children of the fencer couple.                                        

Sarah is in Year 5; following my acceptance of the placement here, Monica acquired the services of 

a governess, another Sarah (from Ballarat) taking a gap year in the bush, so Miss Sarah was able 

to work at the homestead while I went out to help at the camp. 

Sarah is a diligent worker who always tried hard to master Maths (needing a lot of effort) but she 

was a good talker and wrote her English stories very well, although her spelling was ‘challenging’. 

She learnt a lot about accessing her lessons on the internet, as well as learning tables and how to 

read a thermometer during my time here. 

Helen and I camped out at the No,5 water bore while helping Darcy (Year 6), Tallis (Yr.5), Georgie 

(Yr.4), and Milly (Yr.3). Their parents, Travis and Kelly, are very hard workers, building fences 

leading to the new cattle yards that have just been built out there. Kelly was extremely appreciative 

that Helen cooked dinner each evening for us all, and Travis reckoned he was overawed by how fit 

and healthy I am at 82, and he repeatedly thanked me for giving my time to help the kids. The kids 

were very receptive, applied themselves diligently and they thanked us each day! All this made our 

commitment most worthwhile.    

      Manners Creek Station is fenced around the boundary and has only a few smaller paddocks 

such as the horse paddock, near the homestead. It is a whopping 100km from the homestead to the 

back (western) fence, with the average width about 45km, mostly covered by gidgee scrub, and 

they run about 8,500 head of cattle. It has no permanent water but dozens of water bores, mostly 

powered by solar pumps. The homestead is powered by solar panels charging batteries, backed up 

by a large generator. 

      We ate breakfast in our van, but smoko, lunch and dinner were all eaten in the original cottage, 

which is about 50 metres from the main house, beside which the workers’ quarters have been built. 

There were four additional men on site. Monica prepared all the meals in the kitchen there, to feed 

the crowd. As the muster approached, the number grew to 15.                                                                                                                                                                     

The fortnightly food supply arrived in a B-double made up of a refrigerated unit and a flat-bed for the 

groceries (and other stuff).                                                 The diesel and aviation fuel were delivered 

in a huge 4-trailer fuel tanker, with a capacity of 132,000 litres. The driver told me he would take a 

week to reach Boulia, delivering fuel to stations on the way. 

      The temporary repair that I made to the broken water connection on our van was properly 

repaired by Rob with the appropriate tools and fittings. Jim, the friendly aboriginal fellow from Mt Isa, 

repaired the punctured tyre, as well. Rob found a clip for me to screw onto the floor under the van to 

enable me to lift sagging cables up higher. 
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       The weather was fine but windy; most days were cool, minimum temperatures less than 10 

(down to 3deg one morning), and maxima usually low 20’s. We had one brief shower of a couple of 

millimetres (in week 2) and a good fall on the Wednesday of our last week when 12mm was 

registered here. There was more rain over the border, which closed the Donoghue highway and 

prevented us from leaving on the weekend after we finished work. 

Birds: The turkey nest dam, only 30 metres from our caravan attracted hundreds of birds. One 

morning, as I stood to watch, a mob of 300 budgerigars swooped in over the water, for a quick drink, 

followed by another 100, then another, bringing the crowd to 500, making a wonderful swoosh as 

they flew past. Corellas came by the dozens and several clusters of smaller birds, mostly zebra 

finches, came to drink at a water pool near our van. 

Eclipse: [May 26] We were able to watch a fabulous total eclipse of the moon during our first week, 

and I took a couple of impressive photos of the ‘red moon’.                                                                                        

On the same day, Helen’s mother, Nell, celebrated her 98th birthday, and she seems to be settling 

well into her new aged-care home. 

Setback: I had to take a couple of days to recover from the cold that I caught from Sarah, who 

brought it back from her mini school the week before we arrived. I also picked up a tummy upset 

which put me out of action for a day or two. 

Big Storm: I had driven out to the No.5 bore to tutor the kids there one day, when I got the 

message at 1.30 pm that a storm was on the way. “Get on your horse and pin your ears back”. I did; 

and pinned the horse’s ears as well! As I raced past the cattle yards through the bulldust, the dust 

from the approaching storm was so thick that I had to come to a complete stop, before I could again 

see the track ahead.   I managed to keep in front of the storm and arrived back in time to close 

windows in the caravan and batten down, before the big wind hit. We missed most of the rain, but it 

settled the dust for a day. 

Activity Day: Sarah had an ‘activity day’ with another 20 Distance Education kids, plus two 

teachers, at another station, Roxburgh Downs, a two-hour drive away. We went for the drive and 

found the homestead at the end of a straight driveway of 20 km, from the ‘highway’. While there, 

Monica showed us the mighty Georgina River nearby – just a few water holes, now, during ‘the dry’. 

 

Australia Post: During Week 3, I contacted Aust. Post to complain that none of our redirected mail 

had arrived. “We’ll look into it”. After 4 weeks, I again contacted them, after I had rung a neighbour 

to learn that the mail was still being delivered at home! As you might expect, I directed a few choice 

comments at A.P. and got the fee refunded. On our final mail day (the mail plane calls every Friday), 

a single item of redirected mail arrived – a letter date-stamped 17.06.2021.                                                                                                                          

Do you think I was surprised, when the redirection order ended on the 16th of June??  Good old 

‘reliable’ Aust Post does it again!! 

Rocket Shelter: On the Sunday prior to week 4, we drove our Prado out to the No.5 bore to camp. 

Before we reached the highway, I stopped to say G’day to a king brown snake that was crossing the 

roadway. Monica came out later so that she could drive us (in her Toyota ute) to the “bomb shelter” 

on the property. We drove west along the Plenty highway until we were 100km from the Queensland 

border, when we turned into where the shelter still stands. 

[The ELDO ROCKET SHELTER of Manners Creek: In 1966, the Commonwealth Government 

commenced construction of bomb-proof shelters between the Plenty Highway and the Barkly. These 

structures were designed to provide residents with some level of protection against rockets landing 

in their vicinity, launched from the Woomera Rocket Range in South Australia. The rocket program 

was called the European Launcher Development Organisation. (1966-1970). Footnotes: (i) 

Apparently the shelters were very rarely used, because when the locals were alerted, they wanted 

to see the fireworks, so they stayed outside to watch!]                                                                               
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(ii) Rob has collected numerous remnants of rockets which landed on the property; I photographed 

a thrust cone standing over 2 metres high, near the homestead.                                                                                                        

We photographed the shelter, still in very good condition, before Monica took us to the ‘sink-hole’, 

another drive off the main road for about 10km. The natural hole is about 10 metres deep and 30m 

across, where abundant green grass grows.                                                             On the way back 

to camp, I noted that the fence along the new holding paddock which Travis and Kelly built 

measured 10 km (it has a capacity of 20,000 acres!). 

Placement Completed: June 25 was my final day with Sarah; she made a very nice card and wrote 

her thank-you, to accompany the lovely digital photo frame that Monica had bought for us in Mt. Isa. 

But the rain (an inch and more) that fell along the Donoghue Highway closed the road, so we had to 

wait until Monday to leave. 

Cattle Muster: The cattle muster started during our final week there. We walked over to the yards 

late one day to watch the calves being drafted, branded and ear-tagged and the young males were 

castrated.       Spending the extra two days there earned us a bonus --- on the Sunday I drove the 

escort vehicle behind the 600 head of cattle being mustered. Our truck provided tools for running 

repairs on the motor bikes, food and water for the riders, and transport for any weak animals.                                                                                                                         

A newborn calf was tied up by Dominic and loaded onto the tray of our vehicle before we left the 

holding yard.  I checked on the little fellow several times during our 6-hour trek until I discovered, to 

my horror, that he had shaken off his strap and fallen overboard. One of the musterers raced back 

to find him and I turned around to follow. We expected to find him still on the track. Incredibly, I 

spotted him right off the track beside a tree (the motor cyclist missed him). We loaded up and 

delivered him to the mob at the end of the drive. He hobbled off to find his mother! 

----------------------------- 
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FOR SALE 

 Narva 7” driving light fitted with 130w halogen globes     $10 each 
 
Black flat fold up chairs  with padded seat and back rest $ 7 each 
 
Timber frame fawn/honey colour dining chairs with padded fabric seat and back rest   
              4 for  $ 35 
Men’s 24” geared push bike with helmet $ 40 
 
Coleman Cross leg black mesh camp stretcher $50 
 
Metal padded folding camp chairs  As new condition  $ 50 each 
 
Childs  padded high chair, almost good as new $ 50 
 
Large Beach Umbrella   $10 
  

Inspect and pickup  at Lisarow 
Ring Sue 0424 452317 or Graham 0428 246662 

 
F O R  S A L E 

  
Graham Williamson is upgrading his solar system to a larger size. 
If any person is interested in a 3.8 Kw system complete. 
It will replaced within this week. 
  
20 panels * Suntech” 190Watt 
4Kw SMA Inverter 
The system is generating about 12 to 14 Kw per day and the usage is about 20Kw. 
  

Call and inspect the system at Lisarow 
 

Call Graham 04 28246662 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Graham and Susan are selling their very well looked after leather lounge suite. 

 
1. Leather Green/Blue 3 seater  with Recliners. 
2. 4 single leather Blue/Green Recliners. 

 

See and inspect at Lisarow. 

Price by arrangement. 

 
Call Susan  0414 342317 or Graham 0428 246662 
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  Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners 
TRIP SHEETS 2021 

  

DATES DESTINATION MEMBERS ATTENDING CONTACT PARK  

Aug 2 – 6  Silver Schoolies 
Big 4 Great Lakes 

Tuncurry 

Bickley/Baird C/C, Belshaw R, Cooper D, Geale W, 
Kennedy/Cousins M/D, Knight J/C, Merrett/Wright P/J, Pollard 
C, Shawcross J/G, Manning C/M (visitors), Ditton R/A 
(visitors), Hooper B/D (visitors)   12 
 

Pam Wright & Jill 
Merrett 

0412 360 682 

Big 4 Great Lakes 
Tuncurry 6554 6827 

Aug 29 – 
Sep 4 

Del Rio Riverside 
Resort Wisemans 

Ferry 

Collins M/L, Cowin/Robinson S/K, Geale W,  
Kennedy/Cousins M/D,  Lee-Sing S/W, Maranik A/D, Pollard 
C, Rogers R/R, Ryan J/R,Thomas F/R. Treacy/Wenning J/R,  
Wilcox/Richardson G/J, Wright/Merrett J/P     13 
 

Fay Thomas  
0408 271236 

Del Rio 
4566 4330 

Sept 6 – 13 North Haven Bryce/Tanner J/H, Collins M/L, Cook J/D, Cooper D, Cornwell 
J, Dick/Moore T/M, Holmes L/J, Howard B/A, Insull B, Laney 
R/L, Latham D/B, Lee-Sing S/W, Wright/Merrett J/P, Rohwer 
P/P, Steele K/L, Thomas F/R, Treacy/Wenning J/R, Wells J/J,  
Williams/Yarnton D/S, Wright/Merrett J/P    19 
 

Fay Thomas  
0408 271236 

North Haven 6559 9193 

Oct 28 – 
Nov 4 

Swansea Lakeside Angell A/W, Bickley/Baird C/C, Cok A/W, Collins M/L, Cook 
J/D, Cornwell J,  Kennedy/Cousins M/D, Curnow R/L, Dawson 
K/R, Eadie M/H, Geale W, Howard B/A, Insull B, Knight J/C, 
Laney R/L, Lee-Sing S/W,  Majchrowski R/C, Nutter/Pryde 
R/F, Palmer/Evernden I/F, Pollard C, Rohwer P/P, Smyth J/H, 
Thomas F/R, Treacy/Wenning J/R    24 

Club Organised Swansea Lakeside 4971 
2869 

Nov 8 – 18 Narrabeen Leisure Trip Bickley/Baird C/C, Bryce/Tanner J/H, Davidson P/Y, Dew A/C, 
Maranik D/A, Moore J/N, Rohwer P/P, Steele K/L, Wells J/J    
9 

John Bryce/Helen 
Tanner  

0424 963 954 or 
0468 637 711 

 

Nov 22 – 30 Belmont Lakeside Angell A/W (4 nights), Cooper D, Curnow R/L, Eadie M/H, 
Edwards/Williamson S/G, Fraser A/T, Kane P/C, Leotta A/L, 
Marsland P/E, Oakes J, O’Brien D/B, Olesen P/C, Pollard C, 
Treacy/Wenning J/R  13 
 

Susan Edwards Belmont Lakeside 4945 
4750 
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  Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners 
TRIP SHEETS 2021 

  

DATES DESTINATION MEMBERS ATTENDING CONTACT PARK 

  TRIP SHEETS 2022   

22 – 29 Mar 
2022 

Barrington Tag-A-Long 
2 

Collins M/L, Cooper D, Howard B/A, Jones D/S, Laurie W/N, 
Lee-Sing W/S, Majchrowski R/C, Merrett J, Steele K/L 
Wilcox/Richardson G/J  10 

Mike  
0407 280 018 04 

Leonie  
0419 763 107 

 

Mar 28 – 
Apr 6 2022 

NACC National Rally 
Barmera SA 

 

Davidson P/Y, Knight C/J   2 Peter Davidson 
0429 447 467 

 

     

     

     

     


