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 NEWSLETTER No. 169 April 2021  
 

PO BOX 4028 Lake Haven 2263 
Web address:  Tuggerahlakescaravanners.net 

Facebook: Newsletter Caravanners TLC 

 

President: 
John Knight  4352 2264  /  0402 593 873 
caravannerstuggerahpresident@gmail.com  

 
Secretary: 
Fay Thomas  0408 271 236 
caravannerstuggerahsecretary@gmail.com 
 

 

Vice President:  
Fay Evernden 0409 201 146 

 
Treasurer: 
Mike Collins  0407 280 018 
caravannerstuggerahtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

Editor: 
Leonie Collins    0419 763 107 
caravannerstuggeraheditor@gmail.com 
 

 
Social Director: 
Janis Treacy   0411 288 815 
caravannerstuggerahsocial@gmail.com 
 

 

Assistant Social Director: 
Helen Smyth  0484 229 861 
 

 
Welfare: 
Jan Ryan  0421 886 059 
 

 

Members Rep:  
Norm Moore   4388 4556 /  0418 435 455 
 

 
State Rep: 
Peter Davidson         0429 447 467  

Disclaimer:  The news items, written reports and/or comments expressed in Newsletters are by individuals and do not 

necessarily express the views of Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners Inc., the Editor or Members. 

 

Meeting Sunday 18th April 2021 
 

69 Members Attended plus visitors Glen & Cathy 
 

Lunch Voucher Winners Leonie Collins 

    Des Cousins 
 

Raffle Winners  Linda Richardson 

    Helen Brill 

    Helen Tanner 
 

Next meeting is scheduled for Sunday 16th May, 2021 at The Doylo 
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Birthdays May 2021 

Marsland Peter 8-May Bickley Carol 11-May 

Rolfe Robert 8-May Cook Doreen 13-May 

Smyth John 13-May 
Field Gail 19-May 

Laney Richard 14-May Robinson Kerry 21-May 

Cowin Steve 15-May Nutter Robyn 24-May 

Field Len 20-May 

Cahill John 20-May 

Eames John 21-May 

Williamson Graham 30-May 

 

----------------------------------- 

Hartwood - two great 
weeks. 

The organising of a couple of 
thousand caravans is something to 
believe. The volunteers did a 
fantastic job, all sites were marked 
out, our 19 sites were all grouped 
together.  Sadly only 13 caravans or 
motorhomes attended but our health 
must come first, for those on the 
sick list, I wish you well and hope 
you can attend Hartwood next year. 
Hartwood didn’t miss out on the 
rain, in fact they had pre-warning of 
rain to come on the first day and 
opened the gates a day early to 
allow 6 TLC and hundreds of others 
to settle in while dry. Two days of 
rain gave us time for a breather and another couple of days to dry out before the hordes arrived.  At least 
there was no dust. Our 7 other vans arrived over the next week, we were all settled well before the music 
started. 
Hartwood is not only for the Campfires and County Music, it give us a chance to explore the local country 
area – Coolah, Coonabarabran, Lake Keepit and Gunnedah, as well as the many small villages in 
between.  Travelling to these gave us a chance to see our inland in contrast to the coast. (After recent 
rains the countryside was lovely and green). 
Our camp fire or rather our cooking fire was well stoked early each morning giving us hot water and most 
of all hot ashes for the cooking of those scrumptious morning teas.(Dampers or Rock Cakes)  What came 
out of those camp ovens was not to be missed.  Late afternoons the camp ovens were busy again for the 
evening meal.  (The other option is the Club gas BBQ.) The fire was stoked a little higher as the 
temperature dropped and a night cap was most enjoyable. Temperature, yes early morning (well before I 
was up) was less than 10 degrees, but the days were in the very high 20’s and some days reaching 30 
degrees. 
The entertainment over the Easter weekend was a great mix, the Poets Breakfasts were a laugh. Day 
time entertainers were not only country, well known artists gave us many old time favourites, and the 
comedians were a mixed bunch keeping us in fits of laughter. 
We left Hartwood as good as we found it, with plenty of wood ready for next year. Remember, two weeks 
before Easter, I will be there, what about you?.    
Mike Collins 
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A Couple of Recipes from our Morning Teas at Hartwood 
 

Coral’s Rock Cakes    

Heat oven to 180 degrees 

 

 2 cups SR Flour 

 1 cup Mixed Fruit 

 ¼ cup Sugar 

 4 tablespoons Margarine 

 ½ cup Warm Milk 

 1 Egg 

 2 teaspoons Baking Powder 

 

Mix all together – Place spoonfuls on greased biscuit trays, allow a bit of space to spread. Sprinkle with a 

little sugar if you like. 

 Cook about 20 mins. 

These were really yummy cooked in the camp ovens for morning tea.  You will have to ask Peter Kane 

what is his secret to cooking them so well. 

 

Peter was also our champion wood splitter – no one could compete! 

 

------------------------------------------------- 

Leonie’s Meusli Slice 

Heat oven to 180 degrees 

Grease a medium size biscuit tray 
 

125g Butter  

1 dessertspoon of Golden Syrup 

1 cup of Meusli (original recipe is 1 cup of traditional rolled oats) 

1 cup SR Flour 

½ cup Sugar 

¾ cup Coconut 
 

Melt Butter and Golden Syrup together 

Mix dry ingredients, then add Butter and Syrup to make a stiff paste. 

Press into flat greased tray. 

Cook until golden (about 10 – 12 mins) 
 

Cut into squares before cooling.  Remove from tray when cool.  Do not store until completely cool. 

---------------------- 

Grant and I were asked to write a few lines regarding Hartwood. 
 

As newbies to caravanning we would like to say a few words about our adventure to Hartwood.   
 

Firstly to our tour guide Mike who organized a road trip to Lake Keepit - thankyou. Another place added to 

our bucket list. 
 

The club has a wonderful camp set up. For those who have never been it is highly recommended. The 

sites are very roomy unlike caravan parks. Set on level land. Bore water is available and for those without 

a shower the club has a rustic shower set up with hot water. Great way to meet new people and make 

long lasting friendships. 

Thank you TLC Suzanne Cunneen and Grant Wynberg 
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We arrived at Hartwood  

Bomera at about 3.30pm 

Saturday 27th April.  After 

the formalities of doing a 

COVID check in, 

checking payments and 

site check, we moved to 

our site, being greeted by 

many of the TLC 

members.   

We set up then we were 

shown the wonderful set 

up the group has.  This is 

the most glamping, off 

grid camping I have 

seen.  There are flushing 

toilets not far away, TLC 

has its own covered 

area, large fire pit, shed 

and shower.  All 

constructed and donated 

by members of TLC. 

On Monday we went to 

Coonabarabran, had 

morning tea at a lovely 

cafe and then lunch at  

the Imperial Pub which 

out of the 3 is the only one open now.  A little bit of shopping and back to camp. 

Tuesday saw some of us women head to Coolah where we had morning tea with CWA woman at their 

craft shop.  After we had a look around their shop, we made small purchases of cakes and biscuits and 

their crafts.  We explored the rest of the small town where purchases were made of material, clothing, 

cakes and supplies. (Op shop bargains, clothing pieces for $1!) 

Wednesday saw us going to Lake Keepit led by Mike who having lived there was a wealth of information.   

Lake Keepit  is the size of Sydney Harbour and is used for irrigation and to keep a steady flow on the 

Namoi River during drought.  The Namoi starts up in the Barrington Tops and in the 1950's Cotton growers 

came in and needed  irrigation for their crops. 

On the way there we had a short stop at Breeza for morning tea.   We passed through Carroll originally 

designed to be the main town of the area but flooded badly so Gunnedah was developed instead. 

At the dam we drove around, looked at the spillway which has gates that lift up and let water out not over.   

Lunch was at the Reflections CP at Keepit Dam.  There is a lovely camp kitchen where we enjoyed the 

lunch we had bought from home. 

From here the others went their own way and Mike drove us around after lunch.  We checked out the CP, 

the free camping area (with basic toilets) and he told us all about Lake Keepit Recreation Centre where he 

had been manager. 

On the way home we called into Gunnedah for a few supplies and then Tambar Springs for a cold one.   It 

was a wonderful day. 

1st April Today saw morning tea with homemade rock cakes, damper and Nutella scrolls.  

The last 2 vans for our group rolled in just in time for happy hour, dinner and camp fire chats.  

Tomorrow the music and shows begin. 

5th April Our time at Hartwood has come to an end but what a great experience. 
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This has been more than a country music festival.  It has been an opportunity to really get to know other 

club members around a camp fire at night, during small trips, lunches out and shared dinners, morning 

teas and happy hour. 

Some used the bush shower because their van did not have one, however this is in a special concreted 
shed, with hot water, nothing very bush about it except you have to collect hot water from the piddler on 
the fire pit and take it in to fill the shower bag. Bloody amazing apparently! 
Music was great with old country, new country, rock and roll and some instrumental. There were also great 

bush poets on Saturday and Sunday morning.  Hartwood also offers the opportunity for walk ups, some 

good, some bad but all part of the experience.  

Come along next year, all us virgins had a great time and will be back. 

Gaianne Wilcox 
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This is Lake Keepit (one of our day trips, where we (Mike and Leonie) lived for more than 20 years) 

  March 2019 Drought      March 2021 61% full 

Our house was just across the water about half way up the hill in the middle of the picture.  

Nearest neighbours?  10km. 

It was wonderful to see so much water in the dam.  Last time we visited it was very low. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Have you found tar spots on the rear of your caravan? 

The back of my caravan has thousands of spots of tar. I received these spots between 4th and the 18th 

February, travelling while at Tuncurry, Bulahdelah or Urunga. 

The attached photo is my rear pole carrier, it has been washed in hot soapy water to remove all possible 

rubbish, but the tar spots remain. 

The tar is over the complete rear area of the caravan, even behind the pole carrier and the spare wheel. I 

believe the Tar was hot and airborne and was sucked on to my caravan through the vacuum that is 

caused while travelling. 

I am still in the process of removing them, they are all about the same size 1mm in diameter and are 

raised some 1mm high. To remove them, after washing in hot soapy water, I am scrapping them off by 

finger nail or better an old credit card, this leaves a brown stain. To remove the stain it takes 10 to 20 

seconds of hard rubbing each spot with a petroleum soaked rag, I have tried tar remover products, 

kerosene, turps, acetone and the best and cheapest is petrol. I hope you didn’t experience the same, if 

you did I hope this helps. 

 
----------------------------------------------------- 

Our towing experience recently in S.A. 
 
Recently Graham & I achieved our third attempt to visit Graham's Family in S.A. 
 
The Prado had a turbo blow up just south of Burra. The Prado was towed to nearby Clare, the Van to our 
destination. 
 

5 days later, a big thanks to our NRMA Premium Care, NRMA organised for a tow company to tow the 
van back to Clare. Central Towing were appointed to do the job. 
 
Central sent this truck, not suited for the job, They instructed the driver to put the van on the tray, the 
office refusing to accept that the 
truck was not suited to the job. 
 

I may be a female but working with 
trucks for 30years I think I learnt a 
little about safety, I refused to allow 
that job be done by Central Towing 
S.A. 
 

See the photo to understand why! 
Susan & Graham 
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Photos from Urunga March Rally 

Thank You Ian for  Your Photos 
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FOR SALE 
  
1.             Narva 7” driving light fitted with 130w halogen globes     $10 each 
 
2.            Black flat fold up chairs  with padded seat and back rest $ 7 each 
 
3.            Timber frame fawn/honey colour dining chairs with padded fabric seat  
               and back rest  4 for  $ 35 
 
4.            Men’s 24” geared push bike with helmet $ 40 
 
5.            Coleman Cross leg black mesh camp stretcher %50 
 
6.            Metal padded folding camp chairs  As new condition  $ 50 each 
 
7              Childs  padded high chair, almost good as new $ 50 
 
8.             Large Beach Umbrella   $10 
  

Inspect and pickup  at Lisarow 
Ring Sue 0424 452317 or Graham 0428 246662 
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  Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners 
TRIP SHEETS 2021 

  

 
DATES 

 
DESTINATION 

 
MEMBERS ATTENDING 

 
CONTACT 

 
PARK  

Apr 19 – 26  NRMA Dubbo Holiday 
Park 

Belshaw R, Bennett M/B, Cok W/A, Cornwell J, 
Cousins/Kennedy D/M, Davidson Y/P, Insull B, Lee-Sing S/W, 
Leotta A/L, Merrett/Wright J/P, Mizon/Eames K/J, Moore J/N, 
Palmer/ Evernden I/F, O’Brien B/D, Rohwer P/P,  Schultz B/A, 
Shawcross J/G, Steele K/L, Treacy/Wenning J/R, 
Wilcox/Richardson G/J, Williams K,  Williams/Yarnton D/J  24 

Janis Treacy NRMA Dubbo 
6867 9448 

May 10 – 26  Return to the South 
Coast 2021 

Bryce/Tanner J/H, Cooper D, Fraser A/T, Leotta A/L    4 Andy & Lynne 
Leotta  

0432 334 775 or  
0427 988 037 

Please see 
trip sheet for 
information 

July 22 – 29  Happy Hallidays 
 

Angell A/W, Bennett M/B, Cook J/D, Curnow R/L, Dick/Moore 
M/T, Edwards/Williamson S/G, Howard B/A, Insull B, Jager 
F/T, Knight J/C, Laney L/R, Laurie N/W, Lee-Sing W/S, Lewis 
S/P, Maranik A/D, Moore N/J, Olesen P/C, Pryde/Nutter F/R, 
Rogers R/R, Ryan R/J, Thomas F/R, Treacy/Wenning J/R, 
Turner/Rolfe L/B     23 

Club Organised Happy 
Hallidays  
6559 2099 

Aug 2 – 6  Silver Schoolies 
Big 4 Great Lakes 

Tuncurry 

Bickley/Baird C/C, Brown C, Cooper D, Geale W, 
Kennedy/Cousins M/D, Knight J/C, Merrett/Wright P/J, Pollard 
C, Ryan J/R, Shawcross J/G, Steele K/L, Manning C/M 
(visitors), Ditton R/A (visitors), Hooper B/D (visitors)   14 

Pam Wright & Jill 
Merrett 

0412 360 682 

Big 4 Great 
Lakes 

Tuncurry 
6554 6827 

Aug 29 – 
Sep 4 

Del Rio Riverside 
Resort Wisemans 

Ferry 

Collins M/L, Cowin/Robinson S/K, Geale W, Lee-Sing S/W, 
Maranik A/D, Pollard C, Rogers R/R, Ryan J/R,Thomas F/R. 
Treacy/Wenning J/R,  Wilcox/Richardson G/J, Wright/Merrett 
J/P     12 

Fay Thomas  
0408 271236 

Del Rio 
4566 4330 

Sept 6 – 13 North Haven Bryce/Tanner J/H, Collins M/L, Cook J/D, Cooper D, Cornwell 
J, Dick/Moore T/M, Holmes L/J, Howard B/A, Insull B, Latham 
D/B, Lee-Sing S/W, Maranik A/D, Rohwer P/P, Steele K/L, 
Thomas F/R, Treacy/Wenning J/R, Wells J/J,  
Williams/Yarnton D/S   17 

Fay Thomas  
0408 271236 

North Haven 
6559 9193 

Oct 28 – 
Nov 4 

Swansea Lakeside Angell A/W, Bickley/Baird C/C, Cok A/W, Collins M/L, Cook 
J/D, Cornwell J, Curnow R/L, Dawson K/R, Eadie M/H, Geale 
W, Howard B/A, Insull B, Knight J/C, Laney R/L, Laurie N/W, 
Lee-Sing S/W, Palmer/Evernden I/F, Pollard W, Rohwer P/P, 
Smyth J/H, Thomas F/R, Treacy/Wenning J/R    22 

Club Organised Swansea 
Lakeside 
4971 2869 
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  Tuggerah Lakes Caravanners 
TRIP SHEETS 2021 

  

 
DATES 

 
DESTINATION 

 
MEMBERS ATTENDING 

 
CONTACT 

 
PARK  

Nov 8 – 18 Narrabeen Leisure Trip Bickley/Baird C/C, Bryce/Tanner J/H, Davidson P/Y, Dew A/C, 
Maranik D/A, Moore J/N, Rohwer P/P, Steele K/L    8 

John Bruce/Helen 
Tanner  

0424 963 954 or 
0468 637 711 

 

Nov 22 – 30 Belmont Lakeside Angell A/W (4 nights), Cooper D, Eadie M/H, 
Edwards/Williamson S/G, Fraser A/T, Kane P/C, Latham D/B, 
Leotta A/L, Marsland P/E, Oakes J, O’Brien D/B, Olesen P/C, 
Pollard C, Treacy/Wenning J/R  14 

Susan Edwards Belmont 
Lakeside 
4945 4750 

Mar 28 – 
Apr 6 2022 

NACC National Rally 
Barmera SA 

Davidson P/Y   1 Peter Davidson 
0429 447 467 

 


